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This story is told from the point of view of
Duke, a 6 year old male Otterhound mix
that came to the shelter more than 5
months ago.  This is the beginning of
Duke's new life, with us, and eventually,
with a new family to call his own.

I thought we were just going for a ride, but
this is a place I have never been before.
There are strange smells, and I hear dogs
all around me.  This place seems a little
scary, a little too cold, and a little too differ-
ent from home.  Home wasn't so bad.  I did
spend all my time outside in a kennel, or in
a dark basement, but I learned to get used
to it.  Now that I think of it, I was sad a lot,
lonely even.  But I am still scared, of what
this place is and why I am here.  Walking
through the door seems all right.  Nothing
bad is happening.  This room is kind of
friendly, and I smell rabbits near by.  There
is a woman sitting there.  She is smiling at
me; I guess I had better wag my tail.  She
likes me!  I haven't had someone really like
me in a long time.  Something is going on
between the lady and my owner.  Strange
scratching sound of a stick against paper.
Now my leash is being handed to the lady.
Maybe she is going to take me for a walk?
My owner is leaving.  I want to go too, but
the lady is holding me here.  Why does it
feel like he isn't coming back?  We're walk-
ing now.  I can hear the other dogs more
loudly.  There are scents everywhere!  I

feel like I am sur-
rounded by things
to see and smell,
and they all are
hitting me at once.
I'm a little con-
fused, but the lady
is so nice.  She is
speaking in a soft
voice and not
pulling hard on the
leash at all.  We
are passing cats in
the walls!  Rows
and rows of cats in
little holes in the
walls.  I want to
look closer, but the lady gently
pulls me to a door.  Inside is
another lady and they speak to
each other.  I here my name!
Now my leash is handed to the
new lady and she is kneeling to

look at me.  She is nice too; she even pets
me and rubs my ears.  Ouch!  Those ears
hurt.  She seems to understand, she is
saying my name a lot and moving very
slowly.  She keeps talking softly and she is
doing something on the counter.  There are
cats behind me; they all seem to be watch-
ing me.  The lady is kneeling again.  Ouch
again!  I think I just got a shot.  It didn't hurt
too badly; I was just a little surprised.  She
is telling me I am good, I can tell by her
happy voice.  Now she is giving me some-
thing to eat!  I am starting to like this
lady.  She pokes and prods me some
more, but I am being good because I
know there is another treat in her
hand.  We're moving again.  Just to
the next room.  There is another lady
to meet!  She said my name too.
Whoa, wait a minute!  They are lifting
me up onto a table.  Or something like
a table.  Except the sides are higher
than the bottom.  The third lady has
hold of something, and there is water
coming from it.  Oh yeah!!! I am get-
ting wet and she is rubbing my skin.
My skin has been itchy for so long that
I forgot how good this feels.  I will lick
her face to let her know I like it.  She
smiled!  Everyone here is so nice.  Now
she is putting something smelly on me.  Oh
but it feels good.  Something like medicine
I think, because it is making my skin feel
great.  Time to shake off!  The lady is

laughing, I
guess some-
thing is funny.
And she is
helping me
dry off.  Time
to move
again!  Here
we go.  I think
we are get-
ting closer to
the other
dogs now, I
hear the bark-
ing.  Yes, I
can see
them.  They

are all around. She is leading me into a lit-
tle room, with a fence for one wall.  I can
see another dog through it.  There is a bed,
and a toy, and FOOD!  This is a great
place.  The lady is leaving.  I have to stay
here I guess.  What am I doing here?  That
other dog is barking at me.  I will just try to
ignore him.  Wait I hear footsteps, people
are coming.  There are two people I can
see through the fence.  I am getting up to
see them.  They look nice, they seem to
like me.  I will bring a ball to them, maybe
they will play.  Oh, wait they are looking at
the other dog across the way.  They are
opening the door for the other dog.  I think,
maybe they, yes, they are taking him with
them.  Hey, maybe the next people will
take me?

Duke is still available for adoption and
waiting for the right people to come for him.
Are you the right family for the Royal, Loyal
Duke?  Please come and meet him and be
prepared to fall in love.  

The Royal, Loyal Duke
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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN
By Barbara Livingston

The saying goes “Ignorance is bliss” .  Well, I
contend, not always.  For many years out of igno-
rance people wore fur coats, never giving a thought
to the animals that suffered and died for those “fash-
ions” - people let their pets roam free, unneutered
and reproducing at will - the primary method of pet
population control was to drown litters at birth.
Fortunately, today we know better and these cruel
practices are no longer acceptable.  

For many years circuses have been touted as “great American family entertain-
ment”.  If parents deprived their young children of the “thrill” of performing elephants, bears
and tigers, they were believed to somehow be un-American.  Today, thanks to organizations
like PETA and HSUS, we now know what really goes on under the big tent.  

In contrast to the glitter associated with circuses, performing animals' lives are
pretty miserable. Because animals do not naturally ride bicycles, stand on their heads, or
jump through rings of fire, whips, electric prods, and other tools are often used to force them
to perform. Bullhooks are jabbed into the sensitive skin out of sight behind an elephant's
thighs, ears, and knees. In nature, animals are free to walk and run, choose lifetime com-
panions, and raise their families. The circus forces animals to perform demeaning tricks
night after night for 48 to 50 weeks every year. Between acts, elephants are kept chained
by two feet, unable to take two steps in any direction and bears and tigers are "stored" in
cages barely large enough for them to turn around in.

By the time you read this newsletter, the Moscow State Circus will have come and
gone from Lewiston.  This circus uses only human acts - humans performing for humans.
How unique - sort of like the Olympics and basketball games.  My family and I plan to attend
and we hope the shows sell out.  We have seen Cirque de Soleil, the best-known and most
successful animal-free circus, many times and each time is as thrilling as the last.  Once we
are aware of the gross cruelty behind “perfoming” animals in circuses and other traveling
shows, we no longer have the excuse of ignorance.  I encourage everyone who cares about
animals to support Representative Chris Muse’s bill to ban elephants from circuses in Maine
when it is reintroduced next session.  And please, if you’re going to go to the circus, make
it a cruelty-free, animal-free experience.
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“I have found that when you are deeply troubled there are things you 
get from the silent devoted companionship of a dog that you can get
from no other source.”

Remember When You Thought You
Could Change the World?

There was a time in nearly all our lives that we felt powerful — really believing that
if we tried hard enough or had enough energy,  we really could make a 
difference — really could change the world.  Ever wonder what happened to that belief?
Maybe you joined a cause, attended a rally, even volunteered your time but somehow didn’t
feel that what you did really mattered.

Well, here’s your chance to really help change the world for the thousands of home-
less, abandoned, neglected and abused animals in our communities.  The work done by the
Greater Androscoggin Humane Society that helps improve the lives of individual animals and
animal welfare in general, is accomplished by a very small, dedicated staff and a group of
devoted volunteers.  Volunteers who are generous with their valuable time and money help
walk dogs, socialize cats, rabbits, rats and guinea pigs, enter data or do other clerical work,
plan and staff fundraising events, address envelopes, answer phones and just about any-
thing else that needs to be done.  And what do they get in return?  They know that the work
they do and the time and money they give to the Humane Society makes a difference. They
know they really are helping to the change world!
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A very busy season indeed!
Thanks to all of those who
bought and sold raffle tickets
for the gorgeous Diamond and
Garnet Bracelet - we raised
more than $9,800! The win-
ning tickets were picked at the
Auburn Mall on December

16th.  Thanks to all of the volunteers and businesses that helped
make this a complete success!

Our 2nd Annual Eat for Pete event was held on January
30th.  10% of the food sales from Davinci's, Governor's, Gipper's
and Youly's was donated to the shelter.  I was out and about that
night and the restaurants were packed!  Thanks for coming out to
help Pete and the other animals at the shelter know where their
next meal will come from.  We raisied about $800 from that
evening!

We also were involved for the
2nd year with the Auburn Winter Festival
as the sponsor of the Wine Tasting
Event.  Austin Conrad from Austin's Fine
Wines and Paul Morency and Scott
Dobson from the Muddy Waters
Midnight Blues Café helped us make this
event a huge success!  We were able to
sell twice as many tickets this year and
still had people on a waiting list!
Everyone had a lovely time - thanks to
the board members who contributed
appetizers, they were very yummy!

Right now, our fundraising
efforts are focused on this year's Strutt
Your Mutt Dog Walk and Pet Festival which will be held on May
11th at the Railroad Park in Lewiston.  We have a very dedicated
committee of volunteers to help develop this event into more than
its ever been!  Not only will we have the walk, but hope to have

crafters who specialize in pet products to display and sell their
wares, as well as a pet photo contest, food vendors and much
more!  We are VERY open
to all ideas and if you
would like to help with the
event or know pet crafters
or other festival appropri-
ate people who might be
interested in being
involved please call me at
375-8545 or email mavier-
ling@prodigy.net as soon
as possible.  We are also
looking for businesses to
sponsor the event - please
call me if you are interest-

ed!  Everyone
keep their eyes
and ears out for
more information!

Barbara and I had a wonderful meeting this
week with a great group of students at the Auburn
Middle School.  They are part of a service group and
are very interested in knowing more about fundraising
and helping the Greater Androscoggin Humane
Society.  An idea that they came up with by themselves
is to have each of the advocacy groups at the school
"sponsor" an animal at the shelter -much like television
ads for "sponsoring" children in foreign countries.  The
group would receive a picture of the animal with a story
and other information.  What a great idea!  The idea still

needs to go through the proper channels at the school
but we also talked about how great it would be if other schools
picked up on the idea as well - hint, hint.  If you are interested,
please let me know!

ANNA’S CORNER
by Anna Vierling, Development Director

Attention Cat Lovers! We would like to include your cat in this year's Strutt

Your Mutt and Pet Festival!  Show us how special your cat is by entering the Feline
Foto Contest which will be judged at the Pet Festival on May 11th!  Send a picture of
your cat and a $5 entry fee before May 3rd to enter the contest.  Prizes will be award-
ed in the following categories:  Best All-Around, Best Dressed, Funniest,  and Cutest.
Prizes and ribbons will be given to winners, as well as the winning photos will be fea-
tured in the following G.A.H.S. newsletter and posted on the website.  Please write
your name, address, phone number and pet's name on the back of all photos for clear
identification.  Please send photos that we can keep.  The photos and entry fee can be
mailed to the Greater Androscoggin Humane Society, 420 Poland Spring Road,
Auburn, ME 04210.  We can't wait to see your special cats!

In 2001 we
reunited 

377 lost pets
with their guardians

and
placed

1230 pets 
into new homes.

In 2002
GAHS will receive

$5,283.86
from 

United Way pledges
Thank you to those
who chose GAHS

as the recipient
of their donations

In 2001 we
spayed or neutered

283 dogs
and

735 cats
before they were

placed in their
new homes

In 2001 
58% of the dogs coming

in were strays
and

54% of the cats
were strays

GAHS Facts

Audie Conrad talks about wine

Auburn Mayor Lee Young and 
the Winter Festival mascot
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While recently
relaxing at
home reading
the newspaper
I was surprised
by a comment
my wife made
to me.  

Christine works as a veterinary technician
at a local veterinary hospital where many of
our adopted animals are seen.  She told
me that many cats that were recently
adopted from the Humane Society were
sick and coming in for treatment.  I could
not believe what I was hearing.  It wasn't
the fact that we have a problem with sick
cats — a fact we have to live with daily —
but rather the fact that she didn't under-

stand the problems we must deal with due
to conditions of our current facility.  If any-
one should be aware of this situation then
surely my own wife would.   But, much to
my surprise I found out I was dead wrong. 

I explained to her that nearly
every day we have sick cats being turned
into the shelter.  These sick cats are com-
ing from concerned citizens, the Animal
Control Officer who found the cat and from
owners who either cannot afford to or don't
care enough to treat their sick cat.
Because of the layout of our present shel-
ter every cat, sick or healthy that comes to
us, must be taken through the adoption
room.  They then go through the temporary
cat holding area and into the exam room,
which also has cages for holding cats.  If

we are lucky the cat is healthy.  But if the
cat is sick we have just spread it's illness
through the air into every cat holding area
we have in the shelter.  Our employees
spend a great deal of every day disinfecting
and cleaning so we know that cleaning
more is not the answer.  The only solution
to this problem is the better-designed build-
ing with proper ventilation and sanitization
systems that we are currently raising
money to build.  

Christine now has a better under-
standing of the problems we face, but she
is only one of many.  My work must go on… 

Steve's email address is 
steven@gahumane.org

UNDERSTANDING OUR PROBLEMS
by Steven Dostie, Shelter Director

LEAVE A L EGACY- REMEMBER GAHS IN YOUR WILL

Creating a personal charitable legacy can help to ensure the future of the Greater Androscoggin Humane Society. You can
establish a planned gift  in addition to your current gifts by including the GAHS in your will. 

And it's simple. Through written instructions, prepared to legal rules, you can direct how your assets are to be distributed in
the event of your passing. You can also designate that your charitable legacy goes toward a specific purpose- the Spay/Neuter
Program, Caring for Cats, Caring for Dogs, or Educational Outreach Programs. The assets you bequeath to the GAHS will have sig-
nificant tax benefits to ensure the most generous gift possible.

Sadly, more than half of all Americans die without a will. Good estate planning begins with a will. For the benefit of your heirs
and the charities of your choice, seek the advice of counsel about a will or be sure your current will is up-to-date.

Call Steve Dostie, Shelter Director at the GAHS, to discuss how your legacy can benefit the GAHS at 786-4713.

2001 Income

Adoption
27%

Contribution
22%

Events
7%

Interest & 
Dividends

9%

Membership
4%

Municipal 
31%

2001 Expenses

Wages,Taxes
45%

Animal
Medical

9%

Spay/Neuter
19%

Fundraising
6%

Operations
17% Fringe Benefits

4%

Shown are towns
with whom we

contract to take
stray animals
brought in by

Animal Control
Officers.  We
accept owner 

surrendered 
animals from 

anyone and have
adopted out 

animals through-
out the state of

Maine as well as
some parts of

New Hampshire.


